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This file captures an image of the Fetzer Franklin Fund website at www.fetzerfranklinfund.org 
as of May, 2020. Each file in this library contains the content from a different section of the 
website. The Fetzer Franklin Fund has been operated by the Fetzer Memorial Trust since its 
inception in 2005, with the support of the Fetzer Institute. The inspiration of this science 
program stemmed from the vision of John E. Fetzer, who wrote 

"I feel that we are on the threshold of a new order where people will be seeking enlightened 
change.... This will all come about with the infusion of spirituality into science. The Foundation's 
eventual intent is to integrate the scientific process with spiritual mindedness ... A fundamental 
key to all this is to conduct this search with a proper line of scientific investigation." 

In the last ten years, Fetzer Franklin led breakthroughs in the following areas: 

1 Relational Reality - the concept of the interconnection of all things at the quantum 
level now exists within mainstream physics academies in the world. 

2 Metascience - the scientific study of the scientific method is a high priority for most 
major funding institutions in the world. 

3 Advanced Protocols to study anomalous phenomena are becoming accepted. This 
could present an opportunity to advance mainstream investigation of extreme 
possibilities in the area of psi and subtle energy research. Psi, energy medicine, and 
subtle energy were dominant interests of John Fetzer. These revolutionary 
advanced protocols could help discern real effects from false positive effects which 
would catalyze substantial interest in these fields. 
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T here has been an increasing concern among scientists regarding 

irreproducibility of scientific findings. Across several fields of research 
including medicine, psychology, economics, and genetics, evidence has 
accumulated that a considerable amount of reported findings are actually smaller, 
less robust, or simply less true, than originally believed. This has contibuted to the 
emergence of the field of meta-science, which uses quantifiable methodologies to 
understand how scientific practices influence the veracity of scientific 
conclusions. 

To date, the understanding of reproducibility and the lack thereof has been 
impeded by two related challenges: 

1. the lack of transparency of the scientific record, and 

2. the retrospective nature of reproducibility studies. 

The suggestion, for example, that reproducibility issues are due to publication 
bias and selective reporting hinges on the presumption of a large body of 
unpublished studies with negative outcomes. Although the existence of such 
studies can hardly be doubted, the contribution of unpublished findings to 
reproducibility issues is difficult to assess. Compounding this, replications of 
published studies are of little value in and of themselves in establishing why 
initial studies frequently report inflated results. 

This project aims to overcome those obstacles. Four labs (at UC Santa Barbara, 
Stanford University, UC Berkeley, and University of Virginia) are engaged in 
conducting a multi-site prospective multi-replication study. Whenever a new 
experimental effect is discovered by any one of the participating labs, the study 
which revealed the effect is then systematically replicated by the originating 
laboratory and by the others, following a complex pre-specified sequence of 
various replications and analyses. In so doing, this project both assesses the 
individual hypotheses explored in each study, and provides the context for a 
deeper meta-scientific understanding. This will help to evaluate the evidence for 
different accounts for variation in the reproducibility of scientific findings, such as: 
false positive effects, statistical artifacts, selective reporting, publication bias, and 
changes in procedure or sampling. 

This project has three primary goals: 

1. To develop a gold standard for replication protocol, in which every effort is 
made to design experiments and implement replications in a manner that will 
maximize the likelihood of full replicability. 

2. To examine whether the replications of newly devised experimental protocols 
are associated with declining effect sizes, even when all reasonable efforts are 
made to minimize such declines. 

3. If declining effect sizes are still observed, to identify their possible locus by, for 
example, assessing whether other labs can replicate the findings as effectively as 
the originating lab. 

The study has been preregistered with the Open Science Framework (OSF). For 
the overall registration that will link to each of the individual studies see 
httPs://osf.io/6t9vm . 

U pcomin g Conference Sept 5th to Sept. 8th 2019 at Stanford Universit y: 

The current status of the project will be presented at the Metascience 2019 
Sym posium of which the principal investigators of this project (Brian Nosek 
(Center for Open Science, USA), Jonathan Schooler (UC Santa Barbara, USA), Jon 
Krosnick (Stanford Univ., USA), Leif Nelson (UC Berkeley, USA), Jan Walleczek 
(Phenoscience Laboratories, DE)) are the main organizers. 
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DECIPHERING THE DECLINE EFFECT - 
A PROSPECTIVE MULTI-LABORATORY 
REPLICATION STUDY 


PUBLICATIONS: 

There are five principle investigators on this project. The list below contains 
publications related to Jan Walleczek. For publications from Krosnick , Nelson ; 
Nosek Schooler), go back to the overview or download the project description. 

Walleczek, J. and von Stillfried, N. (2019). False-positive Effect in the Radin 
Double-slit Experiment on Observer Consciousness as Determined with the 
Advanced Meta-experimental Protocol (AMP). Frontiers in Psychology, DOI: 

10.3389/fpsyg.2019.01891. 
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[Project Title] 

Deciphering the Decline Effect - A Prospective Multi-laboratory Replication Study 


[Science Field] 

Foundations - Metascience 


[Description] 

There has been an increasing concern among scientists regarding irreproducibility of scientific 
findings. Across several fields of research including medicine, psychology, economics, and 
genetics, evidence has accumulated that a considerable amount of reported findings are 
actually smaller, less robust, or simply less true, than originally believed. This has contributed 
to the emergence of the field of meta-science, which uses quantifiable methodologies to 
understand how scientific practices influence the veracity of scientific conclusions. 

To date, the understanding of reproducibility and the lack thereof has been impeded by two 
related challenges: 1) the lack of transparency of the scientific record, and 2) the retrospective 
nature of reproducibility studies. The suggestion, for example, that reproducibility issues are 
due to publication bias and selective reporting hinges on the presumption of a large body of 
unpublished studies with negative outcomes. Although the existence of such studies can 
hardly be doubted, the contribution of unpublished findings to reproducibility issues is 
difficult to assess. Compounding this, replications of published studies are of little value in 
and of themselves in establishing why initial studies frequently report inflated results. 

This project aims to overcome those obstacles. Four labs (at UC Santa Barbara, Stanford 
University, UC Berkeley, and University of Virginia) are engaged in conducting a multi-site 
prospective multi-replication study. Whenever a new experimental effect is discovered by any 
one of the participating labs, the study which revealed the effect is then systematically 
replicated by the originating laboratory and by the others, following a complex pre-specified 
sequence of various replications and analyses. In so doing, this project both assesses the 
individual hypotheses explored in each study, and provides the context for a deeper meta- 
scientific understanding. This will help to evaluate the evidence for different accounts for 
variation in the reproducibility of scientific findings, such as: false positive effects, statistical 
artifacts, selective reporting, publication bias, and changes in procedure or sampling. 

This project has three primary goals: 1) To develop a gold standard for replication protocol, in 
which every effort is made to design experiments and implement replications in a manner that 
will maximize the likelihood of full replicability. 2) To examine whether the replications of 
newly devised experimental protocols are associated with declining effect sizes, even when all 
reasonable efforts are made to minimize such declines. 3) If declining effect sizes are still 
observed, to identify their possible locus by, for example, assessing whether other labs can 
replicate the findings as effectively as the originating lab. 

The study has been pre-registered with the Open Science Framework (OSF). For the overall 
registration that will link to each of the individual studies see https://osf.io/6t9vm. 



[Investigator(s)] 


Jonathan Schooler, Ph.D. (UC Santa Barbara, Project Coordinator) 

[PI link: https://labs.psych.ucsb.edu/schooler/jonathan/] 

[project link: https://labs.psych.ucsb.edu/schooler/jonathan/research/decline-effect] 

Jon A. Krosnick, Ph.D. (Stanford University) 

[PI link: http://comm.stanford.edu/faculty-krosnick/] 

Leif Nelson, Ph.D. (UC Berkeley) 

[PI link: https://haas.berkeley.edu/faculty/nelson-leif/] 

Brian Nosek, Ph.D. (University of Virginia) 

[PI link: https://med.virginia.edu/faculty/faculty-listing/ban2b/] 

Jan Walleczek, Ph.D. (Phenoscience Laboratories) 

[PI link: http://phenoscience.com/contact/] 

[project link: http://phenoscience.com/metascience/] 


[Institution(s)] 

Stanford University 
UC Berkeley 
University of Virginia 
Phenoscience Laboratories 


[Event(s)] 

Upcoming Conference Sept 4th to Sept. 8th 2019 at Stanford University: The current status of 
the project will be presented at the Metascience 2019 Symposium [link: 
https://www.metascience2019.org/] of which the principal investigators of this project (Brian 
Nosek (Center for Open Science, USA), Jonathan Schooler (UC Santa Barbara, USA), Jon 
Krosnick (Stanford Univ., USA), Leif Nelson (UC Berkeley, USA), Jan Walleczek 
(Phenoscience Laboratories, DE)) are the main organizers. 


[Publication(s)] 

Project-related publications as of July 2019: 

Axt, J.R. & Lai, C.K. (in press). Reducing discrimination: A bias versus noise perspective. 
Journal of Personality and Social Psychology. 

Axt, J.R., Casola, G.M. & Nosek, B.A (in press). Reducing social judgment biases may 
require identifying the potential source of bias. Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin. 

Axt, J.R., Nguyen, H., & Nosek, B.A. (2018). The Judgment Bias Task: A reliable, flexible 
method for assessing individual differences in social judgment biases. Journal of 
Experimental Social Psychology , 76, 337-355. 



Ebersole, C. R., Axt, J. R., & Nosek, B. A. (2016). Scientists’ reputations are based on getting 
it right, not being right. PLOSBiology, 14, el002460. DOI: 10.1371/joumal.pbio.l002460 

Mooneyham, B. W., Franklin, M. S., Mrazek, M. D. & Schooler J. W. (2012): Modernizing 
Science: Comments on Nosek and Bar-Anan (2012), Psychological Inquiry: An International 
Journal for the Advancement of Psychological Theory, 23:3, 281-284, 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/1047840X.2012.7Q5246 . 

Perfecto, H., Nelson, L. D., & Moore, D. A. (2018). The category size bias: A mere 
misunderstanding. Judgment & Decision Making, 13, 170-184. 

Perfecto, H., Galak, J., Simmons, J. P., & Nelson, L. D. (2017). Rejecting a bad option feels 
like choosing a good one. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 113, 659-670. 

Protzko, J. , Zedelius, C. M. & Schooler, J. W. (In Press). Rushing to appear virtuous: time 
pressure increases socially desirable responding. Psychological Science 

Protzko, J. & Schooler, J. W. (In Press). Kids These Days: Why the youth of today seem 
lacking. Science Advances 

Protzko, J. and Schooler, J.W. (2017) Decline effects: Types, mechanisms, and personal 
reflections. In: Psychological science under scrutiny: Recent challenges and proposed 
solutions, S. O. Lilienfeld and I. D. Waldman (Eds.). John Wiley & Sons. 85-107. 

Schooler, J. W. (2011) World View (Column): Unpublished results hide the decline effect. 
Nature 470(7335): 437. 

Schooler, J.W. (2014) Turning the Lens of Science on Itself:Verbal Overshadowing, 
Replication, and Metascience. Perspectives on Psychological Science 9(5): 579-584. 

Schooler, J.W. (2014) World View (Column): Metascience could rescue the “replication 
crisis.”. Nature 515(7525): 9. 

Walleczek, J. and von Stillfried, N. (2019). False-positive Effect in the Radin Double-slit 
Experiment on Observer Consciousness as Determined with the Advanced Meta-experimental 
Protocol (AMP). Frontiers in Psychology, DOI: 10.3389/fpsyg.2019.01891. 
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ADVANCED META-EXPERIMENTAL 
PROTOCOL (AMP) 


© Download manuscript © Project link 

etascience Research Reform Movement 


"How to reveal uncontrolled false-positives in scientific experiments?" 

A novel research protocol has been published for improving the scientific process 
towards more robust findings: The Advanced Meta-Experimental Protocol 
(AMP). 

To download the manuscript describing the new research protocol click on the link 
htt ps://doi.or g /10.3389/f psvg 2Q19.Q1891 

Background 

As a first test case, the AMP was implemented to study this controversial claim: 
Observer consciousness collapses the quantum wave function in a double-slit 
experiment. For explanation, one potential mechanism for mind-matter interaction 
is based on quantum mechanics, in particular the proposal that observer 
consciousness collapses the wave function. For sure, the implications for science 
and for our image of reality would be revolutionary, if a quantum-observer effect 
could be demonstrated under controlled laboratory conditions. Indeed, a new 
branch of science would be opened up as a result. 

Previously, in a series of studies, Radin and collaborators have claimed laboratory 
evidence for the intentional action of observer consciousness on laser light- 
interference intensity in a double-slit apparatus. To rigorously test the validity of 
this claim, the novel research protocol (AMP), which includes systematic sham- 
experiments, i.e., counterfactual meta-experimentation, was adopted in a 
confirmatory replication attempt of the Radin double-slit experiment. Whereas the 
replication study was unable to confirm the original results, the AMP identified a 
statistically-significant false-positive effect with the sham-experiment in the 
absence of the test subjects. 

Publication Abstract (Walleczek and von Stillfried, 2019) 

Prior work by Radin et al. (2012, 2016) reported the astonishing claim that an 

anomalous effect on double-slit (DS) light-interference intensity had been 
measured as a function of quantum-based observer consciousness. Given the 
radical implications, could there exist an alternative explanation, other than an 
anomalous consciousness effect, such as artifacts including systematic 
methodological error (SME)? To address this question, a conceptual replication 
study involving 10,000 test trials was commissioned to be performed blindly by 
the same investigator who had reported the original results. The commissioned 
study performed confirmatory and strictly predictive tests with the advanced 
meta-experimental protocol (AMP), including with systematic negative controls 
and the concept of the sham-experiment, i.e., counterfactual meta¬ 
experimentation. Whereas the replication study was unable to confirm the original 
results, the AMP was able to identify an unacceptably low true-negative detection 
rate with the sham-experiment in the absence of test subjects. The false-positive 
detection rate reached 50%, whereby the false-positive effect, which would be 
indistinguishable from the predicted true-positive effect, was significant at p I 
0.021 (a = -2.02; N = 1,250 test trials). The false-positive effect size was about 
0.01%, which is within an-order-of-magnitude of the claimed consciousness effect 
(0.001%; Radin et al., 2016). The false-positive effect, which indicates the 
presence of significant SME in the Radin DS-experiment, suggests that skepticism 
should replace optimism concerning the radical claim that an anomalous quantum 
consciousness effect has been observed in a controlled laboratory setting. 

PUBLICATIONS: 

Walleczek J. and von Stillfried N. (2019) False-positive Effect in the Radin Double¬ 
slit Experiment on Observer Consciousness as Determined with the Advanced 
Meta-experimental Protocol. Front. Psychol. 10:1891, 22 August 2019; DOI 
htt Ds://doi.or g /10.3389/f Dsyg .2019.01891 
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T he Fetzer Franklin Fund develops and sponsors projects that have the potential of advancing breakthroughs in 
foundational questions in the fields of physics, biology, consciousness research, and metascience. This section on 
projects is under development. Presently are featured the projects by the Fetzer Franklin Fund that are related to 
metascience, the reproducibility crises, and the decline effect. 
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